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SUB J : VISIT TO PERU OF SOVIET FISHERIES MINISTER 
REF: LIMA A-45 OF MARCH 4, 1974 

1. ALEXANDER ISHKOV, SOVIET MINISTER OF FISHERIES, VISITED 
PERU FROM IANUARY 27 TO FEBRUARY 4, LEADING THE SOVIET 
DELEGATION TO THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE MIXED PERUVIAN- 
SOVIET COMMISSION FOR COOPERATION IN FISHERY PROIECT 
DEVELOPMENT. DURING THIS VISIT, ISHKOV MET WITH THE 
MINISTERS OF FISHERIES, NAVY, COMMERCE, FOOD, AND 
AGRICULTURE, THE FOREIGN MINISTER, AND THE PRIME 
MINISTER. IN ADDITION TO THESE PROTOCOL CALLS AND THE 
COMMISSION MEETINGS, HE VISITED THE OLMOS IRRIGATION 
PROJECT FOR WHICH THE SOVIETS ARE CURRENTLY PERFORMING 
A $6 MILLION FEASIBILITY STUDY AND THE FISHING PORT 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT PAITA IN NORTHERN PERU. AT OLMOS, 
ISHKOV SAID THAT THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS IRRIGATION PROJECT 
CAN BE COMPARED WITH ASWAN. (SEE REFTEL FOR DETAILS ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FOR A FISHER TRAINING CENTER THAT THE GOP WILL BUILD 
IN PAITA. ISHKOV ALSO SAID THAT THE SOVIETS WERE INTER- 
ESTED IN ASSISTING IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BAYOVAR 
COMPLEX, A PROJECT WHICH WILL INCLUDE FERTILIZER AND 
PETRO-CHEMICAL PLANTS. 

2. THE COMMUNIQUE OF THE COMMISSION MEETING INCLUDED 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS: A) THE SOVIETS WILL COOPERATE 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PERUVIAN FISH-FOR-HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION INDUSTRY, B) THE SOVIETS WILL GIVE ASSISTANCE 
IN FISHERY DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMAZON BASIN, C) THE SOVIETS 
WILL COOPERATE IN DEVELOPING FISHERY TRAINING CENTERS, 

D) A NEW AGREEMENT WILL BE PREPARED FOR A JOINT FISHING 
PROGRAM EXPECTED TO BEGIN ON JULY 1, E) THE SOVIETS WILL 
SEND NEW RESEARCH VESSELS TO PERU, F) 25 NON-SPECIALISTS 
AND FOUR SPECIALISTS FROM PERU WILL GO TO THE SOVIET 
UNION FOR TRAINING IN 1975, G) THE NEXT SESSION OF THE 
COMMISSION WILL BE HELD IN LATE 1975 IN MOSCOW. 

3. COMMENT: ISHKOV'S VISIT RECEIVED AMPLE PRESS 
COVERAGE, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS AN ABSENCE OF 
RHETORIC. THE PRESS ROUTINELY REPORTED HIS 
MEETINGS WITH THE VARIOUS MINISTERS AND HIS VISITS 
AROUND PERU. ALTHOUGH THE PERUVIANS PUT ON A REAL 
SHOW FOR ISHKOV'S ARRIVAL AT OLMOS, ONE WOULD HAVE 
EXPECTED MUCH MORE PUBLICITY AS OVER THE PAST YEAR THE 
PRESS HAS CONTINUALLY IMPLIED THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD 
CONSTRUCT THIS IRRIGATION PROJECT. IN FACT, THE SOVIETS 

HAVE ONLY AGREED TO PERFORM THE $6 MILLION FEASIBILITY STUDY, 
HAVING MADE NO PROMISES TO FINANCE, OR BE IN ANY WAY 
INVOLVED IN THE $450 MILLION PROJECT ITSELF. THE 
PERUVIANS ALSO SEEM TO HAVE CONVENIENTLY FORGOTTEN THAT THE 
SOVIETS ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO PARTICIPATE IN A JOINT 
VENTURE ENCOMPASSING ONE-THIRD OF THE PAITA FISHING 
COMPLEX BUT HAVE SINCE BACKED OUT. THIS VISIT SEEMS 
TO SUPPORT THE VIEW THAT BOTH THE PERUVIANS AND THE 
SOVIETS REMAIN WARY OF EACH OTHER AND ARE STILL 
PROCEEDING WITH CAUTION IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP. 

DEAN 
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